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Part 1: The Rights Problem
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Rights

Who has them,
who doesn'’t.






Who can take from it.
Who can live on it.
Who owns it.

Who decides.
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how did it come
to this?






Labour theory of property
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In Canada, the Royal Proclamatlon of 1763 is the

basis of our understanding of the legal nature of
Indian title and an historical root of the treaty
process.
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assimilation policies
abdication of treaty promises
outlawing of culture
residential schools

loss of language

descent into poverty

natural resource exploitation
environmental degradation
denial of inherent rights
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Section 35(1)



affirms existing
aboriginal and
treaty rights



(whatever that means)



Litigation Ensues....
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Part 2: A new [old] water ethic

Vergemagazine.co



Ethic 1: Indigenous Water Ethics
Ethic 8: Water for Nature

Ethic &:Water for People

Ethic 4: Leaders Lead

Ethic 5: Vision

Ethic 6: Collaboration Governance



Ethic 1:
our beginning...

Indigenous Water Ethics



Water is life.



= water gives life.



= water is alive.



spirit



sacred



responsibilities

www.shponline.co.uk






Traditional
Indigenous Water
rignts =
Nature’s water
rignts
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A brief example....



Where does water
come from©<












the creator



[SO what?]



a responsibility that
cannot be shed



4
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my nephew Alex

"-J-.

what if you could not protect your child?



the stories from my grandfather

what happens when they are lost to you?



spiritual
emotional
cultural
loss






All
our
relations
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Ethic &:

Water for
nature...




Nnot easy
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Credit - WWE.







Embedded in Food - B3%
. Drinking Watar - 0.2%

Domestic Uses (cooking, cleaning
elc) - 4.2%

. Embeddead in Indusirial Goods {car,
bicycle, TV, elc) - 30.68%

4550 litres water to make 1 litre of milk
241 litres water to make 1 latte
81900 litres water to make a pair of jeans
8.4 litres water to make 1 water bottle
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Total Water Use per capita by Country

Total Water Withdrawal per capita i

B 11.5500 - 51.26
I 51.26 — 108.6
[] 108.6 — 184

[] 184 — 270.6

[] 270.6 — 393.5
[]393.5-549.3
049.3 -729.7
B 729.7 — 1,037
M 1.037-5375

[] Mo data

in m¥inhabitantyear
“Year: Latest Availabla



Water for%

people... \. /%









No piped water: 90 times more likely

UN State of the World’s Indigenous Peoples (2009)
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wWww.water.ca

1155 BWA




We have a problem.



Ethic 4:
Leaders, lead.



EG4AW - Empty Glass For Water Pl

Ca o | 0+ T hpy/ fwww.emptyglassforwater.ca/home.php ¢ | (Q- Google Q O]
&3 [ & iCloud Mail TBA Sharepoint Site  CIER Basecamp Projects  TBNT Basecamp Boyden's S09-DO03 Class  salesforce  pharethoughts on Twitter Living Lake.. da Basecamp Weather Underground >
_] EGAW - Empty Glass For Water -+

Iempfy

fc::-rg lOSS
water

HOME CONTACT US NOW YOU KMNOW WORDS CAMPAIGM MULTIMEDIA GLASS ACTION LINKS STORE
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Bras d'Or Lakes | Unama'ki Institute of Natural Resources

| 1| | F + | % http: / fwww.uinr.ca/tag/bras-dor-lakes/ L= UINR bras dor QO
& [ &8 iCloud Mail TBA Sharepoint Site CIER Basecamp Projects TBNT Basecamp Boyden's 509-D03 Class salesforce  pharethoughts on Twitter Living Lake...da Basecamp Weather Underground >
Bras d'Or Lakes | Unama'ki Instit | =+
HOME ABOUT CONTACT NEWS PUBLICATIONS & REPORTS UINETV GALLERIES MELC SEARCH Q * &

UNAMA’KI INSTITUTE OF NATURAL RESOURCES : | .'

Mi’kmaq Sustainable Resources - Eskasoni, Membertou, Potlotek, Wagmaicook, Waycobah
Fisheries Forestry Moose NRO Netukulimk Opporiunities Our People Partnerships Research Unama'KIDS

POSTS TAGGED "BRAS D'OR LAKES" T » TAGS

The Spirit of the Lakes Speaks iy

Lakes Educat
launched Environment
Oct 18, 2011

Forestry Jobs

As the chant of the Friendship song drifted across the Bras d'Cr Lakes Netukulimk
On a rare sunny July afternoon, people shook hands in Opportunities (]
congratulations on the release of The Spirit of the Lakes Speaks, a -
document created by the Bras d'Or Lakes Collaborative PﬂI‘tIlEI'Shl :
Environmental Planning Initiative (CEPI). With a vision for the Pjﬂa'si Reséd

protection and sustainability... Scholarships Spé
Marten UINR

A day on a river NEWS ARCHIVES

Oct 12, 2010

| Select Month

What better way to spend a summer day?! In hip waders and with
pens and paper in hand, Mi'kmaq technicians and scientists from
Eskasoni, Membertou and Paotlotek received Canadian Aguatic
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Northern Voices, Northern Waters

NWT
Water stewardship Strategy

The Honourable Michael

The W&tEI’S of the Northwest Territories

will remain clean, abundant and productive for all time. I! !l iltenb ePgeP



Ethic b:
Vision.



Brave and graceful:

Rights
Governance

Policy




Ethic 6: No turt.



Jurisdictiona
fragmentation,
exclusion,
territoriality




Collaboration Governance

me, you, water



Policy Foundation - GNWT

72 & Indigenous peoples and Govt’s of NWT

Co-Governance Process - CEPI

72 & Collaborative Environmental Planning
Initiative

Knowledge Partnership - UINR

7 & Unama’ki of Institute of Natural Resources

Planning Process — CIER

7 < Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources




Pacific ':; i
Watershed B

www.canadiangeographic.ca

Sustainable First Nations and a Healthy

Environment



77 Downstream social
justice

7 Mackenzie River
Basin Transboundary
Waters Master
Agreement

7 ‘no water use
unreasonably harm
the ecological
integrity in any other
jurisdiction’

7 Land Claims
Agreements

7 Existing land & water
boards




77 Downstream social
justice

A Mackengzie River
Basin Transboundary
Waters Master
Agreement

7 ‘no water use
unreasonably harm
the ecological
integrity in any other
jurisdiction’

7 Land Claims
Agreements

7 Existing land & water
boards




Keepers of the Water
Gatherings I, IT and III
(2006, 2007 and 2008)

Sahtu Water Gathering
in Fort Good Hope
(2008)

National Summit on the
Environment and
Water hosted by the
Dene Nation (2008)

NWT Legislative
Assembly (2007)

2 Water as a Human



71 All Indigenous
governments in NWT

e

e

N

N

Inuvialuit Regional
Corporation

Gwich’in Tribal
Council
Sahtu Secretariat Inc

Ttcho Territory
Government

Dehcho First Nations

Northwest Territories
Meétis Nation

Akaitcho Government
(observer)

Government of NWT




Northern Voices, Northern Waters

NWT
Water stewardship Strategy

All Indigenous
governments in NWT

e

e

N

N

Inuvialuit Regional
Corporation

Gwich’in Tribal
Council
Sahtu Secretariat Inc

Ttcho Territory
Government

Dehcho First Nations

Northwest Territories
Meétis Nation

Akaitcho Government
(observer)

Government of NWT



Strategy Based on Aboriginal

“The NWT Water Stewardship Strategy does not
alter existing water management
responsibilities. It does not affect or infringe
upon existing or asserted Aboriginal rights,
treaty rights or land, resource and self-
government agreements. In the case of any
inconsistency between the StrateSy and
existing or future treaties or land, resource and
self-government agreements, the provisions of
the treaties and agreements shall prevail.”

Northern Voices, Northern Waters



Creates a Common Vision:

‘The WateP S

of the Northwest Territories
will remain clean, abundant
and productive for all time.’

Gets ‘house in order’

Indigenous rights
foundation=decision-
making

Puts water for nature
first

Links water to enersgy
and economic
development goals

Sends a message to
other governments (esp.




Aanic )
\Watershed

Sustainable First Nations arid a Healiriy
Environment




Bra d’Or Lakes, Cape
Breton

7 5 First Nations, 6
reserves

Heavily impacted by
numerous threats

7 Dredging, invasive
species, sewage

“Jurisdictional
paralysis”

CEPI is a multi-
governmental approach
to addressing
environmental



Spirit of the Lake
Speaks: process plan
for management

Based first upon needs
of Lakes

A holistic view of the
Bras d’Or Lakes and its
watershed as a
spiritual entity

Bras d’Or as a living
entity that generates
feelings in people, and
supports them



i

i

il

I
ﬁ%l!

!

L I |

HH TR

The Bras d'Or Lakes and it= sub-watersheds.

UINR created by same

5 C]

LPI FNS

2 Mi’kmaq equal
—~articipation in

ytural resource
anagement in
1ama’ki and its
aditional territory.

) strengthen

i’kmaq research and
ybural resource
anagement while
aintaining their
aditions and world
ews.

) partner with other

groups sharing the



Key Drivers for Collaborative

Take away guidance from those 4 examples:

Accepting and then overcoming

Legal ‘borders’ jurisdictions (extra-legal)
Ethical foundation Ef;iprocity with water, water
Vision for watershed Long-term, ecosystem health-
based, borderlessness of water
Leadership Uncommon vision/commitment
House in order Strong policy foundation
Knowledge base Multiple knowledge systems

Rights Rights implementation
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Sustainable First Nations
communities and
a healthy environment.

Sustamable First Nations and a Healthy
Environment




Our Mission

Build capacity within First Nations so that they can
address the environmental issues they face.

Sustainable First Nations and a Healthy

Environment




| Taking Action

on Climate
Change

We understand the impacts of climate
change on First Mations, identify adaptation
solutions, provide information, and build
public awareness about climate change
effects on First Mations.

Protecting
Lands

and Waters

We assist First Nations to build sustainable
communities through sustainability
planning and the development of
environmentally-sustainable buildings and
infrastructure,

Conserving
Biodiversity

We support First Mations in identifying
threats to the health of their environment,
develop sustainable resource use solutions,
and promote restoration and protection.

We assist First Nations in assessing the
state of bicdiversity in their lands and
waters, develop biodiversity conservation
solutions, and provide information.

CIER’s Four Prdéram Areas
www.yourcier.org




What was the need®

First Nations’ involvement in watershed
planning processes is usually limited

AS a result:

- plans do not have the benefit of First Nation
perspectives, and

- decisions are made that may potentially
impact the rights, goals, and plans of First
Nation people and their governments.

Indigenous Watershed

Planning



First Nation Integrated
Watershed Planning Tool

First Nations leading the way
in watershed planning

Indigenous Watershed

Planning



Our First Nation Partners

hupacasath




Ellu.e Water

Project”

Visit the REC Blue Water Project
Facebook page.




“Arctic
Watershed y

fracific “Atlantic

[;'-i-‘Wate rshed 5 :T ¢ -4 . By Watershed

www.canadiangeographic.ca

Sustainable First Nations and a Healthy

Environment



WY 4

15 —

Elest Nations Watershed
P[amnfuw Framework

Elest Nations Watershed
P[qv\nhtj [(m’dcbooks

Indigenous Watershed

Framework
Guidebooks
Training
Webinar

Planning




GB 1: Describing Your Approach

First Nations Integrated Watershed Planning

Indigenous Watershed
Planning

Gathering people
- community
engasgement

Indigenous
Knowledsge

Protocols and
Laws

Rights




GB 2: Building Relationships

First Nations Integrated Watershed Planning

q. Build 7'3 Partuerships: Collaborative Relationships

h';H’i_-.'ir:q_,;i_':-_is Al ;Iﬁﬂlﬂ'ﬁ_‘!.ﬁ'li.

£ g T ——— =

Indigenous Watershed
Planning




Identifying your Partners

Shared territory - N 1 h on A Received funding for PY‘G 't (rﬂéfﬂ[ {

developing land stream restoration f‘
use plan A - project P"-F{' 0

Environment

i
\
i
1

Potential "

Worked fish
Relationship? 1 orxed on a fis

study 4 years ago

Forestry takes place
in traditional territory

'u' 'Pq?J(. 0
b" Ev\v(’wonmef\h(
Sci'euae, {/(mfvewsf{y

Restoration
0@4“(24%?0% Research and
Wetland Health

Indigenous Watershed
Planning




Developing your Steering

Committee Process
Guiding Principles
Decision Making

Creating a Steering
Committee Terms
of Reference Py f—@\g

Defining Your Steps Haaia
to Developing the
Plan

Indigenous Watershed

Planning



Establishing Trust

All parties “need to understand,
ppreciate and respect each others’
erspectives for collaboration to
ucceed.”

= ‘ 4
Indi¢ enc us Wi te-2, ed
Planﬂ;llg




GB 3. Knowing Your Watershed

Understanding watersheds

Identifying community
concerns/priorities

Preparing for info gathering
Gathering existing and new
info

Incorporating Indigenous

Knowledge in the State of the
Watershed Report

Indigenous Watershed
Planning



GB 4. Achieving Consensus on
the Plan

o The vision statement
o Statement of values
o (yoals and objectives

o Timeline or schedule for
implementing the plan

o Indicators
o HEvaluation plan

Indigenous Watershed

Planning



GB 5. Bringing the Plan to Life

‘Funding
‘Implementation
‘Evaluation
‘Monitoring
‘Revisiting the plan...

First Nations Integrated Watershed Planning

Indigenous Watershed

Planning



0
m?c).« 0 Ndf e j N&Qw t .
heaig | e | o Indigenous
Watee © !?m?or{’m{' Na{'aw ls%unhd Va;].ueS OIl
to Mmh{y ar the bedinni ’bj\
The Meanin a{-( f-e 40 z',q?{’ Water

af Waten

Water (su {' Tust au
W'd:mtr' elgmenh
Nd’zv s power

Water was oue I

f"fr‘S'f' medicine

®
Not{'u &onnw{'s W4+¢r s
all {'kfnds Sacred [
“In the spirit of

collaboration, we have water
security for all life through
the respect and honour of
Mi’kmaq Knowledge,
traditions and worldviews.”

Indigenous Watershed

Planning



We need not to be let alone.
We need to be really bothered once in a while.
How long is it since you were really bothered?

About something important, about something real?

Ray Bradbury






past, present and future

First Nations and non-
First Nations

people and ecosystems

world views and values

.. Jacghendwasérshed
reconciliation.
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C_IER

CENTRE FOR INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

Thank you for listening.

maphare@yourcier.org
www.yourcier.org


mailto:maphare@yourcier.org
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